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lations about this weighty matter, for 
the clearing of our Integritics, and pre- 
ſerving our Conſciences void of offence 
both towards God and towardsman. 
W e haveſcriouſly ponderedthe pre- 
ſent ſtate of things ; - and find our ſelves, 
whether wea@ as is required, or a not, 


to bein a verygreatfſtreight. On the one 


. hand;Prelacy, being: ;aſthipalled down, 


and the Church miſerably groaning un- 
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with a good Conſcience,weare reſolved. 


and hold itoar Duty to obey,) and the 
relent unſpeakable miſeries- of the 
urch by wofull Divifions, Blaſphe- 
mies, Herefies, abominable looſeneſle, 
Libertiniſme, and Atheiſme, and the 
tpirituall Ruine of many Congregations 
through falſe Teachers,or want of faith- 
full Paſtors for lack of Ordination, On 
the other hand, upon contideration of all 
the Qrdinances cf /Paxtiiament about 
Church' Government , wee finde ma- 
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of the publike exerciſe of their Offices in-hisDd- 
minions. Andincaſe the Magiſtrate benot ſo ful- 
ly informed, as to ſet upa right andperfe& Rule 
in every part icular, the Church officers may yet 
a& under that Rule; Provided, that they do not 
ſubſcribe to, or otherwiſe acknowledge that 
Rule to be intice and right in all points. 
 Andtherctore for theſe particular Ordinan- 
ces, alchough we humbly conceive that they do 
not hold forth a compleat Rule, nor are in all 
points fatisfactory to our Conſvicnces : Yet be- 
cauſe we find many things eſtabliſhed in them, 
agreeable to the Word of God (for which we 
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jull to the Honorable Houſes, ) Proviſion being 
made for inabling the Elderſhips by their Au- 
thority, tokeep away from the Lords Supper 
all Ignorant perſons, and many Scandalous per- 
ſons, with a Declaration of their Reſolution, 
that all Notorious and; Scandalous Offenders 
ſhall be kept from the Sacrament.and that there: 
ſhall be a further addition to the Scandalous of- 


fences formerly enumerated ;, We conceive it is 
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cording totheRule of the Wor Mardaceor 
to thele Ordinances ſo far as we:conceive' chem 
| :correſpondent roit;and to be: accountable to 
the Magiſtrate whenlocverye thal callus there! 
unto; Hoping ſo to carry our ſelves, asnot:only 
, ro1njoy hisconcurrence with us onal occaſions; 
z  -butalſothat he will ſupply what is lacking to 
maketheGovernment intire;and likewiſe make 
alterations in al] things that ſhall appearto be a. 
miſſe. . And in thus doing, we truſt we ſhall not 
greive the - ſpirits of the truly godly. cither at 
home or abroad ; nor give any juſt occafjonto. 
themthat are contrary — to tanic © our 
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